Oral health status of second grade school children in upstate New York.
This report summarizes the results of a survey of second grade children conducted in upstate New York. The survey was designed to monitor progress toward achieving Healthy People 2000 objectives and Maternal and Child Health Services Block Grant performance measures. Data on oral health status, use of preventive measures and insurance coverage were collected on 2,474 children from 76 schools. In addition to obtaining population estimates, disparities in oral health between poor and nonpoor children were assessed. The results showed that approximately 52% of second grade children had dental caries, and 35% had untreated disease. Approximately 43% received fluoridated water, and 44% of children living in non-fluoridated areas used fluoride supplements on a regular basis. Only 25% of the children had dental sealants. The percentage of children covered by comprehensive and basic insurance plans was approximately 19% and 41%, respectively. Many of the national oral health objectives were not met primarily because of the higher rate of disease among the poor and their lower use of preventive services. These findings regarding oral health status and use of preventive services are similar to the national data.